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Unfortunately for himself, these very advantages
tended to disqualify him for his position, since, while
aspiring to be an English Justinian and to attain
religious unity by argument, his very skill in debate
led him to champion a side, and equally his real
cleverness enabled him to convince himself that his
mission in Europe was to be the peacemaker of the
Continent. Supremely confident in his own wisdom,
he* became a mere tool in the hands of flattering
prelates and clever diplomatists ; Spain and the
Episcopate bowed to his great mind openly while
secretly leading him whithersoever they would ; and
the combination of acuteness and obtusencss which
made up his character prevented him from seeing
that he was simply serving the ends of those whom
he aspired to guide. In addition, the wealth and the
apparent absolutism of Elizabeth had made a great
impression upon James, who had been restricted in
pocket and in power at home, and he hoped to find
in his new kingdom an inexhaustible mine of gold,
of which he could dispose at will.

Such was the monarch who came to the throne at
a time when the people were ready to assert their
liberty and when the rival factions were ready to
engage in open conflict. The position of the
monarchy could only be secured and internal unity
could only be preserved by the exercise of great
tact and excessive caution ; and neither the one nor
the other had any place in the character of James.
In any case a struggle was, perhaps, inevitable, and
the new king was most admirably fitted to precipitate
it At first, indeed, all parties joined in welcoming